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AGENT OHit/ALO Harold Wolsborg 

1 . 

Suppose either Lea Harvey Oswald, the man accused of assaaainatijig 
President John Kennedy, or Jack Huby, history’s most public murderer, 
the tnan who did Hill Oswald, had been FBI informants? 

Can it be «hot kind of problems and crises the govern- 

ment would then have had? 

In tlaose days the groat number of informants the FBI has was not 
generally known. People were unwilling to believe it and the FBI 
steadfastly denied it, as does every seci’at-polico force everywhere. 

But the FBI did - and does - hove a vast number of informants broken 
into two broad categories: "C”, for criminal, and ”S", representing 

what bo the FBI is "security" but In I'eallty is political. Any one of 
thos^ la the prevailing official view, can bo mors valuable then 1,000 
real agents. 

W«»ll, the govemasnt's problem was even greater, for both 
Oswald and Ruby were FBI informontsl 

The FBI, of course, denies it. 

Thus, when President Lyndcn B. Johnson Irnmadiataly put J. Edgar 
Hoover in charge of the official investigation, even though there was 
no federal Jurisdiction, it then, net bolng a feder.al crime to kill 
the President, Hoover was put in the position of investigating himself 
(somsthiag he may not have known when the Job was given him). This 
became even more true when, a week later, the Warren Commission was 
appoJ.nted =>.nd the FBI bccsr.e its major investigative arm. 
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But HooVer's position was much improved by the appointment of 
the Ccmnission for he was then no longer in the position of reaching 
end assuming responsibility for the final, official conclusions while 
he reerdned able to and, in fact, did dominate those conclusions by 
controlling what the Coimnirslon could and did know end could not know. 

These things wore well known to the Commission, especially to 
its reapactsd staff. As wtlh all such bodies, the members are largely 
figureheads, the staff doing the rea3. work» Members are always 
selscted because of their national stntvire. They are always too busy 
to learn and fully comprehend what is going on. 

A few of the top-secret executive sessions of the Warren Com- 
mission - so ultra secret even its staff was excluded and members were 
assured they would never even see the stsnogifaphlc transcripts - read 
like the rsmblings of elderly gentlewomen gathered at a ksffee klatch. 
They meandered about such things ss what their wives had heard, gos- 
siped about federal agencies, sometltios speculated in childish ways 
about Xfhat was outside their understanding. 

This Comm5.3sion, rather than being an exception, was composed 
of the very busiest of men, men already overoomnitted to the public 
service, except for the two with past intelligence connections, 

Allen Vf. Dulles, who presided over the Central Intelligence Agency 
during the period of its greatest growth and more spectacular dis- 
asters, of which the Bay of Pigs is merely the one that led to his 
faced retiremeht; and the well-known international banker, John J. 
McCloy, whose delayed investigation in Dallas, already postponed for 
six months, was interrupted the first day by iiis urgent need to fly 
to Mexico for a h’Jinting expedition. 
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Aa a matter of fact. It would have been difficult, if not impos- 
aible, to select an acceptablo Commisaion with meinbera on friendlier 
terms with the government's intellissncc cemraunity except, possibly, 
for the chairman, then Chief Justice Earl Warren, and Kentucky's 
Republican Senator, John Sherman Cooper. The late Senator Richard B. 
Russell of Georgia presided over the three-monkey legislative super- 
vision of the CIA, a fictional control allegedly exercised but never 
a reality* House of Representatives Rspublican Leader Gerald R. Ford, 
gung ho for the CIA, was and remsins one of Hoover's most vocal ad- 
mirers. Until intrustiona into his personal life became intolerable 
for Louisiana Congressman Hals Boggs in tha lata spring of 1971, when 
he was Ford's democratic counterpart, he, too, was Hoover's staunch 
suppoibar. Then, when Boggs finally made complaint about the FBI, he 
still felt compelled to praise Hoover, saying of him no mors than that 
Hoover had grown too old in his 47Vyear control of the FBI, which ho 
had heeded since its creetion, then appointed to the Job by a liberal 
Attorney General, Harlan Ficke Stone, later tc become a Justice of 
the Supreme Court. 

A.n overshelming majority, five of the seven metabers appointed 
by the democratic President, were from the minority Republican Party. 
This is exceptional, if not entirely unprecedented, in otir political 
history. Ixateliigence and conservative interests were disproportion- 
ately represented. Neither of the two Democrats, both Southerners, 
Russell and Boggs, was a political disciple of the victim-president. 

In fact, the one perspective lacking in the Commission was the 

t 

country's majority, Kennedy philosophy. 
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It 

Ih» Co«»is»lon Inhorlted Its first orlsss, of tUs socussd sssss- 
si„.s .nd his ssssssln's IBI oonneotlons . Its solution uss trsdltio™.!, 
not invontsd by *odorn Asu-riosn burosuorsoy: ovsslon, ssnsntlos, lies 

and tli« destruction of evidence. 

Whet it could not gat around any other way. it burned, something 

never until this moment reported. 

It took .10 rive yssrs of dillKsOt digslng In the suppressed 

Oos,«lsslor. riles to get the shooklng p.tor ol title, and tlten It use 

hidden where one would never think to xook xor lx, 

the Oomnlssion's deport, 912 pages long and throe pounds heavy, 
was delayed rrom the rirst of June until the end of September 1961* by 
the need to got around this cooplloot Ion In offlolal life - that both 
the aocused ess.ssin and his as^ssin had been FBI Infornants. Two 
«,nths ister, the laboring ttouse/brought forth this uountsin of words. 
It birthed an onomity of soonlngly persuasive documentation, 2b more 
enormous volumes of "evidence", an entire rcnge of verbal mountains, 

11 equal in also to the Report Itself. The, occupy throo feet on .«y 

Only an oofuccated fragment of this, the vital cvxoouoe and 
the esbsrresslng official secret. Is anywhere In these estimated 
10,000,000 words that to this day have not satisfied most Amoricans. 
Sot until page 325 of tho Report did the Oommlaslon get around to its 
entirely false representation of the hidden fact that both Ruby a»l 
Oswald had been FBI Informants. Host of the Report is the irrelevant, 
background and biographical data on Oswald and Ruby. The final sub- 
stantive chapter, entitled to betoken something there never was, 
"Investigation ef Possible Ooasplracy" , again In biography, has a 
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winuta subsection of slightly more than two of its 50 pages. This is 
heeded, deceptively, "Oswald Wea Not An Agent for the U. S. Government." 
I sdd emphasis to underscore the deception. 

Oswald, certainly, was not an ''agent" of either tho P3I or the 
CIA. But, without dcubt, on June 26, 1962, outside his hone in Port 
Worth, Texas, sitting in the oar of FBI Agent John W. Fain, by Pain's 
own later admission, Oswald did agree to become on PEI informant. 

And Ruby, although you will not find It in either the Report 
or its yard-long, 26-volume appendage, had been a "criminal" infonnant 
of the FBI, This is established, to the degree it can today be learned, 
in the estimated 3 OO cubic feet of Commission files row stored in the 
National Archives, In them, the FBI's repreaentation is that Ruby's 
services were valueless. 

The hidden fact is t-ont, long before hia 1962 agreement with 
tho P3I, while still in the Soviet Union, to which ho had pretended 
to defect but nsvar did, Oswald laid claim to serv.ing the .vovernment. 

He did this in writing to John E. Connelly, who Oswald thjought was 
still Secretary of the Navy, Connally was about to become governor 
of Texas. In 1971i al;|hoiJigh a Democrat, Connally headed the Treasury 
Department in the Republican Nixon sdmlnlatration. 

In preconditioning the public to accept an unacceptable "solu- 
tion" to tt).o assassination of the popular President, government used 
"leaks" to the press with consummate skill. ,^But for all the fabled 
skill of the FBI, no one leak was ever traced to its source, ferhaps 
one of the reasons is that the moat significant, if not, indeed, also 
tho greatest In number, were b^. the FBI. Again, it wss investigating 
Itself. The results were predictable. 



laeone of tholr early private sessions, the transcripts of 
which were classified "TOP SECRET" and from which all of the staff 
except the general coimsel were exluded, the Commission, frustrated 
after repeatedly reading in the papers what should ^SFve been the 
closest secrets - and the tuilorfd release of which prodetemlned and 
delimited what the Comtoission might do - questioned Flcholas Katzenbach 
about this, Katzenbach was then Deputy Attorney Cenaral, second to 
Robert Kennedy alone in the Department of Justice, TMs is the ver- 
batim transcript: 

Sen. Russell: Oenernl, I see occasionally in the press 

articles that purport to have come from the F.B.I. as to bits 
of evidence and things of that kind. How much of their find- 
ings does the F.B.I, propose to release to the press before 
we present the findings of this Commission? 

Mr. Katzenbach: Well Senator, T know the story to which 

you are referring - - 

3eiu Russell: It’s been in the papers. 

Mr. Katzenbach: Yes. And I know that the Director and 

hr. Belmont, \ihio ia the man In charge of this particular In- 
vestigakicn, are utterly furious nt the information that got 
into the press. I talked with both of them on this subject. 

They aay they ains confident It could not have come from the 
F.B.I. , and I say with candor to this committee, I csn;t 
think of anybody elaa It could have corns from ... 

If it Visa com*ageous of Katzenbach to speak so candidly about 
Hoover and the FBI, it may also account for his short career as 
Attorney Cenoral when he was appointed to that post upon Kennedy's 
resignation to r\in for the Senate. 

One of the tidbits fed the complacent and largely unquestion- 

I Ing press is this letter. It was than played as in the Report (R386-7)* 

I 

I to infer an Oswald proclivity toward violence. 

After a dubious and probably fraudulent "hardshl.p" discharge 
from tha Marine Corps, allegedly to support his supposedly destitute 
mother, granted days before his enlistment expired, instead of caring 
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for hor, Oswald cMselod a few bucks from her and want to the USSR. 

There he promptly and publicly protended to surrender his oitizenslxlp, 
all the while being careful not to. The Havy, taking a dim view of 
what appeared in the panera, changed hla honorable discharge. This 
waa Oswald's letter of protest and appeal. It is printed In full in 
the part of his biography that is in Appendix XIII (R710). 

Only what la doliberntely misinterpreted as a threat is quoted 
In tha tost of the Report, "that he would 'employ all means to right 
this gross mistake or Injuatlce'," That - end no more. 

But, what Oswald actually wrote is that "The story was blown 
up into another 'turncoat' sensation ..." To this he added a conclud- 
ing paragraph, entirely ignored by the press as by the Conaission. 

It begins: 

I have and allwoyo (sic) had the full sanction of the U.S, 
Embassy, Moscow USSR, and hones the U. C, Governcjent. 

And it concludes by giving the Embassy as reference; 

For information I would direct you to consult the American 
Embassy, Chikovskl St. 19/21, Moscow, USSR. 

This is neither Oswald's only nor his strongest claim that he 
served intelligence Interests in the TI.S.S.R. The others, rather 
than being merely distorted, were entirely suppressed. I select this 
one proolaely beoa:ise it was made public and was twisted. Oswald, 
without refutation, claimed goveimraent sanction for his phony 
"defection". 

Allegations that ho served the FBI were printed right after 
the assassination. They attracted little attention then and ware 
soon entirely forgotten. These stories ware Ignored by the Covomis- 
alon until it dared do so no longer. I’hen It moved fast, docialvely, 
i0agination and originality mixed with its uninhibited use of raw power. 
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The Socrat Service wta first and moBe honest in transmitting 
reports that Oswald had been an FBI informant. Of all government in- 
veatigatlvQ agencies used by the Commission, the bost if still inade- 
quate record is that of the Secret Service. It was the only federal 
agency with legt 1 Jurisdiction whsn ths President was assassinated. 
But it was immediately frozen out of all crucial area a by the omnipo- 
tent FBI. If tho Secret f’-ervice, subject to bureaucratic preasuras 
as it was, with enreors on all levels dependent upon conformity with 
official policy, did become part of what in an earlisr work I de- 
scribed ns the "cover-up" of the evidence and the posslblo solution 
of the orims, it nonetheless Irnmodiately and without deviation pre- 
sented the Warren Couunission 41th solid proofs tliat the Commission's 
predetermined conclusions were untenable. When this happened, th» 

FBI came tu the Cotmr.lEslon' 3 rescue end the Secret Service remained 
silent. The FBI began preempting and excluding the Secret fsrvlca / 
less than 2b, hours after those stxots cluiuged tho histcry cf the world 

j 

at 12;3G p.ci. Dallas tlmo, November 22, 1963. 

The Commission designated iba numbered files "Connlssicn 
Doouajents" (CDs or CRs). The one numbered 3^0 containa o report from 
Spsoial Agent in Chorge (SAIC) Lane Bertram of tho Houston office. 

Its synopsis reads: 

Interview with Houston Post reporter Alonso (sic) H. 

Hudkins III. He states Oswald reported to be on FBI pay- 
roll as an informant, and other infornatlon. 

Thin "other information" includes unsuhstantisted belief that 
Ruby was part of a conspiracy. The paragraph about Oswald as on FBI 
Infcraant reads: 

On Dscomber 17, Mr. Hudkins advisai that ha had Just re- 
turned from a waekend in Dallas, during which time he talked 
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to Allen Sweott, Chief Criminal Division, Sheriff's Office, 

Dallas; Chief Swoatt mentioned that it was his opinion that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was being paid $200 a month by the FBI as 
an Informant in connection with their subversive investiga- 
tions, He furnished the alleged informant number assigned 
to Oswald by the FBI as "3172". 

Sweatt was one of the key figures in the immediately corrupted 
investigation. The asssjfdnntlon was coamittad a few hundred feet 
from his office, which was liamedlately converted into a command post. 

^ Among the unique functions served there was the confiscation and, to 
the degree it could bo, the suppression of as many as possible of the 
pictures of the eessrslnstion^ 

(I published an entire book on this, PHOTCCRAPHIC WHITEWASH: 
Supprossed Kennedy Assssslnoticn Pictures. In the ensuing four years, 
there has been no complaint from any official on any level in any 
government, from the Dallas police and sheriff's offices up to the 
FBI, nor one from a single member or member of the staff of the Warren 
Commission. There hes bean no complaint because there is no question 
about the facts - end beccusa this book represents the first thoroiigh 
resurrection from offiolnl oblivion of the suppressed evidence, of 
which 1^0 pages, largely relevant FBI reports end Commission memo- 
randa, are reproduced in foceimile.) 

When Bertram’s report reached the Wnrron Commission, Pile 320 
turned out to be oxie of Its many "circular files". 

The FBI Icnew about this before the Secret Service report got 
from Hcixatoa to Vftishington, and began working on it - and Hudkins. 

The Secret Service kept in touch with Hudkins, as ha did with 
it. Dutifully, when he got bite and pieces of information from 
sources of unknown dependability, he passed them on to the Secret 
Service. lie apparently did not trust ths FBI. I have the Secret 
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Service reports. Later, when the government was In a bind on the 
question of nhether or not Oswald was an agent or Informant, Hudklns 
was defamed as "not very reliable" because he had told federal Inves- 
tigators only what he had himself been told, so they could Investigate 
these tips. This was, after all, their function, not his. 

Six pages from two unpublished files, four from 320 and two from 
31^9 (Secret Service Contool Nos. 705 and 782), illustrate Hudklns* 
"unreliability" and the "reliability" of the Secret Service and Its 
source. One example is the report that reached Hudklns "that citi- 
zens of the United States had entered Into an agreement or plot to 
assassinate Premier Castro of Cuba," one inference being that this 
could have Inspired Oswald to assassinate Kennedy. 

Today there is nothing new In this. It Is beyond question. 

It might have been then to any government Intelligence agency of any 
kind, for soma, like the CIA, wore involved. Others, like the FBI, 
had the obligation of enforcing such laws as the neutrality act. A 
sister agency of the Secret Service, the customs service, conducted 
raids to frustrate these adventures once President Kennedy forbade 
them as one result of the Cuba Missile Crisis. A number of the mer- 
cenaries Involved in this end similar plots had no reluctance la 
describing them In detail to me. They gave me pictures of their com- 
panions, described their preparations. Identified those from whom 
they received assistance, and explained how they failed. In one case, 
a real CIA agent, also a Bay of Pigs prisoner, told mo of a plot 
against Castro that failed only because, on a last-minute whim, Castro 
shifted from the Jeep in which he had been riding when his convoy 
stopped. The one he abandoned sustained a direct hit by a bazooka 
shell - American-supplied. Its occupants were killed. 
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Hudklns at first believed his source was his paper's Washington 
' representative, Felton West, who later said he knew nothing about It. 

i Bertram's December 12 report to "Protective Research" In Washington, 

I 

I which Is the White House security detail, urged that "s member of the 

] Houston Post Washington Bureau by tho name of O’Leary not be contacted 

I or in any way be permitted to obtain this information in this report*” 

I Hudkins, learning from West that West claimed not to have been 

! the source, Immedlabdy told Bertram of the apparent error and said he 

I would check his notes to learn the identity of his source (Pile 3U9)« 

West had bean city editor of tho Houston paper before becoming 
its Washington representative. He was called to the White House and 

! interviewed by the chief of Protective Research and an inspector of 

the Secret Service. West then identified this O’Leary as "formerly 
\ Science Sditor of the Houston Pest” but said he ”had died in Now 

Zealand while accompanying an Antarctic expedition and that Mr. O'Leary 

I waa burled In Dallas somo few days before the assassination of Preai- 
dent Kennedy." (File 320, Control 705) 

! This O'Leary is tho well-known Jeremiah O'Leary of the Washing- 

I ton Star who no doubt would have been surprised to learn of his burial 

in Dallas as a prelude to the "crime of tho century", which he cov- 
ered. (File 311.9) 

Another of Hudklns' tips Is that Lieutenant Oeorge Butler, 

i 

^ correctly Identified as the heed of the Dellas Police Juvenile Bureau 

I (although his chief function seems to have been "Internal security", 

I seeing to it that there was no Communist subversion in the Dellas 

I Policel), had said of the President In Hudklns' presence, "I'm glad 

the 8on-of-a -bitch is dead, but I wish It had not happened In Dallas*” 

> Butler, with exactness beyond question, is described as a "rightist”* 
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Considering the extremist groups of the extreme right fringe he ad- 
dressed and praised, the description is hai?dlj an exaggeration. Nor 
is It less Interesting that it is Butler who reportedly gave the all- 
clear signal to move Oswald, signifying that the car in which he was 
to have been spirited away was in place when, in fact, it was not. 

Had it been, it would have been impossible for Ruby to shoot Oswald, 
for the one clear spot, the one from which he did shoot. Is precisely 
where the car was supposed to have been. 

Butler, when last I heard of him, had qulebly been shifted to 
administration of the Jail. 

With these reports attributed to Hudkins eocurate, not Inaccu- 
rate, werhave a means of comparing his "unreliability" with official 
"reliability". His unofficial fryingpan seems less black than the 
official kettle. 

But on the subject of the December 17 information, "that Lee 
Harvey Oswald was being paid $200 a month by the FBI as an Inl'ormant 
In connection with their subversive investigations," the Secret Ser- 
vice was more circumspect. It was handled by telephone - lt6 days 
later . 

Typically, that is filed in still another of those round files 
in which It la so easy to lose things, the mere depositing in differ- 
ent files being enough to make retrieval difficult. 

Bertram's January 24> 1964, report to "Chia f " , James J. Rowley, 
is Secret Service Control Number 1011. It la in the Commlsalon's 
Pile 372, not 320 or 349. It is brief. It reports other forthcoming 
stories saying Oswald had been an TOI informant and has two other 
short paragraphs. The first beglngs, "This will acknowledge receipt 
of long distance call from Inspector Elliott Thacker on January 23* 
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requesting information contained" In the first report. The last sen- 
tence reads, "This was furnished," that is, by phone. 

The second paragraph begins, "Later the return call was made 
to Inspector Thacker advising that additional information had been 
received." The barest possible reference is made to that phoned-ln 
information. 

The reason for this January 23 phone call will soon become ap- 
parent. It was part of a crisis, the Commission's first big one and 
perhaps its most serious. 

A week to the day prior to Budkins' report to Bertram of what 
he had been told by Chief Criminal Deputy Sheriff Sweatt, Joseph C. 
Ooulden, then a reporter for the Philadelphia Inquirer , had s story 
in its Sunday, December 8, issue. Two of its five paragraphs on this 
subject say! 

The PBI attempt to recruit Oswald aa an informant, an in- 
formed law enforcement sovu*ce said, was made in September, 

Just after he had moved to Dallas from New Orleans. 

(Actually, when Oswald left New Orleans in September, he went 

to Mexico, thence to Dallas, arriving in October. His wife and 

daughter had moved to Dallas in September.) 

The source said he did not know if the FSI succeeded in hir- 
ing Oswald; and the federal agency would not discuss the 
matter. 

An earlier paragraph identifies Oswald's function as "an under- 
cover informant in Castro groups," 

But tho headline on Goulden's story, consistent with its "lead", 
is "Ruby Posed as TV Cameraman's Helper to Oet at Oswald." This gave 
the FBI a perfect opening for the use of one of its lesser-knovjn but 
highly developed skills, obfuscation. So anxious was the FBI to lay 
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to rest these rumors, that the man It said killed the President was 
one of Its own, that It waited until the ninth daj after appearance 
of Ooulden* s story to question him. And so penetratlngly did they plan 
to Interrogate him that they did it - by telephone! 

This was neither the first nor the last time the FBI used the 
phone to avoid embarrassing confrontation with uncongenial evidence, 
especially about Oswald's official connections. It was done exten- 
sively in New Orleans, to avoid direct contact with those who had 
knowledge of the assassinated assassin's CIA connections. 

In still another of those Commission files, this one No. 391, 
there ie the December 16, 1963, report of Philadelphia Special Agent 
Jobn R. Wlneberg's interview with Ooulden. It is from the FBI's 
Philadelphia Pile 44-767. 

It may help the reader's understanding to know that there was 
no need for this scattering of these reports on a single subject 
through so many different Commission files. Many of the more than 
ISOO numbered ones are greater than book-length. All these larger 
files contain reports of different dates on varied subjects from dif- 
ferent sources. Some are so large that, in binding, one file becomes 
three volumes. However, the Wineberg reporting is the only thing in 
Commission File 391. 

Its single paragraph tells the entire story: 

JOSEPH OOULDEN, Reporter, ''Philadelphia Inquirer," tele- 
phonically advised that he had contacted the unidentified 
law enforcement officer in Dallas, Texes, over the week end 
by telephone, who had previously told OOULDEN in Dallas that 
JACK LEON RUBY had gained entrance to the basement of the 
Dellas Police Department by posing as a TV cameraman's helper 
on the day that LEE HARVEY OSWALD was shot and who had also 
told him that LEE HARVEY OSWALD at one time had been con- 
tacted by ttxe Federal Bureau of Investigation to become an 
informant. OOULDEN declined to identify the law enforcement 
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officer after having talked to him on the telephone. He 
did aay, however, that the officer told him that the matter 
■as being "handled through proper channels." OOULDEN said 
ho did iwt question the officer further as to what these 
channels were. 



Thus, in its pretended Investigation of reports that Oswald 
had been its man, the FBI, in this report, almost escapes mention of 
it, glossing it over in a clause. But this meager report served a 
purpose: to fsll back upon, if later asked, to support the opinion 

that "there is nothing to it." The FBI could then say it had inter- 
viewed Ooulden, who had nothing of value. 

But, as with Hudklns , the FBI had to go back to Goulden, again 
not until after the same crisis, not until February 12. Wineberg’s= 
report is in yet another Commission file. Ho. 463 , Consistently, 
there is nothing else in that file, either. In this case, the FBI 
Philadelphia Field Office file number is also different, 105-9958, 

The Headquarters file, in Washington, is 105-3255. The scant, two- 
paragraph report;/ required a paragraph of synopsis, each on separate 
pages. 



This is neither as pointless nor as foolish as it seems for 
the synopsis. Intended to save the time of busy officials, succeeds 
in conveying three deceptions: 

HDOKINS in Philadelphia covering National Council of 
Churches Convention early 12/63, which was before GOOLDEN 
went to Dallas to write assassination story. GOULDEII aware 
of assassination matter only from what he learned in Phila- 
delphia from news media and recalls no conversation with 
HUEKINS in Philadelphia in which GOULDEN said OSWALD was 
FBI Informant, 

Now, it happens that Hudklns and Goulden were old friends, 

having both, earlier, covered the Dallas courthouse when Goulden 

.worked there. They remained friends, and when Hudklns was in Phila- 
n 

■'hla, on a day easily established and entirely unreported, as 

Wlneu 

put it, "HUDKINS was at the GOULDEN residence for dinner 
and a aow 

'gening." 









That "Up to this time, GOULDEN had no dlreot, first-hand knowl- 
edge of the assassination and was aware of the assassination onlj from 
news media in Philadelphia" is so irrelevant to what Goulden wrote end 
was published December 8 it amounts to a deliberate misrepresentation, 
a conscious effort to deceive those who might read Wineberg's report. 

The second, shorter paragraph is worth repeating in full: 

HUDKINS had covered the assassination story in Dallas for 
his paper, the "Houston Post,” and they did discuss the as- 
sassination. GOULDEN said he did not recall that they dis- 
cussed the possibility of OSWALD'S having been an informant 
of the FBI; however, they did discuss many phases of the 
case. He also pointed out that anything he (GOULDEN) might 
have said about the matter would have been based on what he 
had hoard or road in Philadelphia. 

One possible, and I think Intended, interpretation of the 
second sentence is to cast doubt on Hudkins' dependability, for had 
he not failed to tall his good friend of this big story? And who in 
the FBI was going to esk the Secret Service about its later Hudkins 
report? Had the Warren Commission had any sincere interest in getting 
at the truth, it would not have been easy. These Hudkins reports were 
all in different files - each in a different file - and there are yet 
others . 

The concluding sentence seems pretty clearly designed to convey 
the notion that, regardless of what he had written, Goulden "had no 
direct, first-hand knowledge" and "that anything he (GOULDEN) might 
have said about the matter would have been baaed on whst he had heard 
or read in Philadelphia," 

The FBI was careful to avoid embarrassment either to Itself or 
to the Commission. It went out of its way not to provide copies of 
the Hudkins or Goulden reporting on Oswald as its "subversive" in- 
formant, When, after diligent personal search in the Archives, I 
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could find no copies there, I wrote the Archivist that the copies of 
"these reports, as supplied me, have no copies of the pertinent stories 
written bj these reporters. If they are in the files, I would like 
copies." For six years I have maintained a deposit account at the 
Kationsl Archives. I pay the cost of all such requests in advance. 

The Xeroxing, in fact, was at a rate three to four times greater than 
those prevailing commercially. And, no copy of either story was pro- 
vided. 

Thus, any Commission official reading this Wineborg report or 
its summary would not readily understand that the "investigation" was 
supposed to be about whether Oswald had been an FBI Informant. 

In this same letter to the Archivist, I asked for a page from 
still another fils. No. 385. It had not been supplied me. There are 
five that ora relevant, pages 1014.-108. No doulJt bj lieeident, ( lO^ had 
been omitted. 

Thflt page is another deception that ornnot be accidental* It 
is 8 summary report dealing with whst a secondhend source is alleged 
to have said so elliptically and indefinitely tbat the actual source 
of what is attributed to hudkins cannot be identified from it. The 
story is too simple > too well-known to have been balled vip by accident. 
Hudkins had spoken by telephone to Mrs. Ruth Paine, with v^hom 

i/ii _ 

the Oswalds lived nerr Dallas, Lee returning W - th e Pain e home 
A 

-wbabL-Iwiftg on weekends. They made an appointment for Hudkins to 



visit her later in the day. During the conversation, Hudkins had men- 
tioned that Marguerite Oswald, Lea^s mother, a practical nurse, had 
told a '^socially prominant” woman for whom she had worked that ’’her 
son was doing important ant 1-sub vorsivo work.'’ These are the words of 
FBI Dallas Agent Ivan D. Lee to whom Mrs. Paine had spoken when±i0 
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^telsphonically advised that she had Just talked with’’ Hudkins by 
phone. This was, according to Lee’s report, FBI Dallas Pile DL 100- 
101^.61 (page lOU.), on Denember 20. Lee did not bother dictating his 
exhausting lOQlina report \mtil December 31. It was not typed until 
January 3, 1961i, such was the interest of the PSI. 

The **soolally prominent^^ woman was located without difficulty 
(page 107). She is Mrs. Lowell N. Rosenthal. The summary report of 
this Ixitervlew, bearing the Initlsls of one of the agents in charge 
of correlating the Dallas Investiga ticn, Robert P. Oemberling, also 
only 10 lines long, says that the December 29 interview with Mrs. 
Rosentlial had ''previously been reportad". This paraphrase of what 
that report says is: 

In this interview Mrs. HOSEHTHAL stated that from oonversa- 
tlon with Mrs. MARGrUERITE OSWALD that hor son who was in Russia 
wae working for the U. S. OovernmenL in Russia ... (sic) 

There was nothing now in this. Mi*3. Oswald had so charged 
directly to the govpnnnent before her son’s repatriation. She had 
repeated it on every possible occasion. Tima after tlrae, when she 
was later to say it on radio and TV shows, the FBI got tapes of them, 
clandestinely, and they were thereafter suppressed by the National 
Archives on direct order of the FBI. Only the existence of an entirely 
inadequate avimmary of the Commission’s numbered files disclosed that 
what the FBI was suppressing was public - had been aired on radio and 
TVl This was contrary to the expressed desire of Commission Chairman 
Warren and then-Attorney General Robert Kennedy, both of whom desired 
everything possible be made available for research. They had so 
directed. 

But nobody directs Hoover, who refused to talk to his theoretical 
boss, the Attorney General, beginning not long after the Attorney 
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General's brother was assassinated. 

On December 29 , the daj after Hudklns visited Mrs. Paine, the 
FBI sent >>gent Eenneth C. Howe to see her. His report (page 105) 
quotes her as having "furnished the following information concerning 
this contact by HDDKIN3": 

fiUDKIKS referred to an article which he stated had ap- 
peared in the New fork Times, either December 26 or 27, 

1963 , which article conjectoned that LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
probably made a deal with the U. S. Government to work in 
its belialf In anti-subversivs endeavors in return for be- 
ing granted permission to return to the United States. She 
stated that the article reportedly goes on to bring out that 
OSWALD probably was not being watched any more closely then 
he was by the FBI because OSWALD was working for or on be- 
half of the government. 

After a third paragraph dealing with what Hudklns had quite 
correctly attributed to Mrs. Rosenthal, Howe wrote, 

Mrs. PAINE stated that HDDKINS* primary pvtrpose of (sic) 
seeing her was in an effort to get sotns confirmation, if 
possible, of the possibility OSWALD was actually working on 
behalf of the U. S. Government prior to the assassination. 

This, Mrs. Paine said, she could not confirm. 

An entirely different version io given by one of the agents 
most directly involved, the FBI's Dallas "Oswald aapart", James P. 
Hosty, Jr. He and Agent Bardwell L. Odum Intsrviewed Mrs. Paine 
January 3» 196i|.. Their report (page IO 8 ) is short, having but nine i 
lines. The first paragraph reads: 

Mrs. RUTH PATKE, 2515 Vest 5th Street, advised that ' 

LONNIE HUDKINS of the Houston Post Sewspai>er, in his con- 
tact with her on Satui'dey, December 23, 1963, had stated 
that the FBI was foolish to deny that Agent JOSEPH HOSTI 
(reference to SA JAMES P, HOSTY, JR.) had tried to develop 
LEE HARVEY OSWALD as an informant, l^s. PAINE stated she 
made no comment one way or the other tc HUDKINS regarding 
this remark. 

And this, not the Howe fiction, is the nitty-gritty: Did 

Hosty try to "develop" Oswald "as an infcrnnnt"? 
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To this paragraph Is appended a single sentenoe that cannot 
be true: 

Mrs. PAINE stated that she knew that SA HOSTY had not 
Interviewed LEB HARVEY OSWALD* 

Mrs. Paine had no way of knowing, one way or the other, whether 
or not Hosty had Interviewed Oswald. Nor is it merely s question of 
"Interviswing” . There Is the question of pressuring. Further decep- 
tion is served in what Hosty omits, that he h^d interviewed both Mrs. 
Paine and Marina Oswald before the assassination and, what was oere- 
fully hidden, had leaned on Oswald fvwther by tnakin>5 dafrmrtory remarks 
about his wife in the form of questions to Irving neighbors. ^ 

Based on these or a - a s a a a n ina t ion interviews, not all of which 
are acknowledged in the Warren Report, if Mrs, Pains had been disposed 
to make a guess about whether or not Hosty had intarvievjed Oswald, 
she could not hove avoided the possibility Hosty had, for she , persoji- 
elly , had told Hosty how to find. Oswald at work. 

What better reason for Hosty to quota her as saying "that she 
knew that SA HOSTY had nob interviewed LEE HARVYY OSWALD"? 

With the passing of a reasonable amount of time, and without 
public announcement, Hoover disciplined Hosty and reassigned him to 
the Kansas City office. Whether the disciplining was for soma un- 
specified transgression or for falling in his mission can only be 
conjectured; but if it is the former, everyone in the FBI who could 
do so went out of his way to say the opposite before the Warren 
Commission. 

The effort to make little of varied and needlessly confused 
accounts of the numerous reports of Oswald as an FBI and/or CIA 
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informant, so complete that not even copies of the published newspaper 
accounts remain, if thej ever were, in the Commission's files (and no 
single report says s single clipping Is attached), was not a disap- 
pointment to the Commission. None of the foregoing - and much more - 
was hidden from it or its staff. This is not conjecture. 

Among the hundreds from whom the Conmisalon took testimony, 
neither Hudkins nor Sweatt nor Gould en nor the author of the New York 
Times story was includecl. The original Dallas source of the story 
that Oswald had been an FBI informant wrts not Sweatt but Bill Alexander, 
the sort of wild-west assistant district attorney, a rough- looking 
and reputedly rough-acting character. Therefore, the CommlEslon also 
elected not to take testimony from Alexander (who also had other in- 
teresting Involvements tending to link him with Oswald, also Ignored 
by the Commission). 

How better pursue the truth without fear or diversion, dili- 
gently and persistently, wherever it led; what better way of learning 
whether or not the accused Presidentisl assassin wss or was being 
recruited to be an FBI informant than by refusing to take testimony 
from a single one of the sources of published reports that he was ? 

Here, in the context of their busy lives and other public com- 
mitments, it is possible to make a kind of defense of the members of 
the Commission as distinguished from its staff. This Is not to say 
they ere innocent, nor is tt to say that these men, all with long 
careers in government, ware not thoroughly familiar with the workings 
of any bureaucracy, especially one with motives of self-interest and 
self-preservation. They should have known better. One, much later, 
confessed to me his belief that "we were never told all about Oswald 
end his connections.” 
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In th® context of their many other pressing preoccupstions, it 
is possible to suggest that the members, particularly on this aspect 
of the investigation, were the creatures of their staff, ware boxed 
in, hod their decisions pro-determined for them. They were somewhat 
like ringod and chained bulls who, s?oould they dare to run, tread on 
the chain dangling from a steel ring affixed to the soft tissue between 
the nostrils. One step on any part of that chain and the pain in the 
nose is excruciating. The bull piills up short, stops, then walks 
slowly, if at all. 

The Commission held a number of what are called "executive ses- 
sions". These are not uncommon with committees of Congress, commis- 
sions and similar bodies. It is a polite way of saying secret sessions. 
Aside from the members of the Commission, the court reporter and General 
Counsel J. Lee Rankin, they were alone. Rankin, also a Republican, had 
been Solicitor General of the United Spates, the government's lawyer, 
part of the Department of Justice, where he made and preserved many 
lasting friendships. Until both realized it was indallcsta, his early 
and suppressed Commission c orrespondence with Jv. Edgar Hoover began 
with the salutation, "Dear Edgar". 

During one of these soaaionc, on Monday, February 214., 1964, 

Chalimian Warren, reflecting the lingering concern over whether or not 
the reports that Oswald had been "on undercover agent for the FBI", 
raised the question again. V/hat follows is an unedited, verbatim 
reproduOtion from pages 1598 and 1599 of the official, TOP SECRET, 
transcript: 

The Chairman. The next item on the agenda is status report 
on allegation that Leo Hervay Oswald was an undercover agent 
for the Federal Bureau of Investigation or other Federal in- , 

vestlgatlve agency, Mr, Rankin? < 

Mr, Ratlin. We have enclosed as part of your exhibits here j 

f 

i 
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here uhat we heve in regard to the various affidavits of agents » 

Mr. Hoover personally, snd the interviews that were had with 
the various Dallas officials end newspaper reporters. We 
cheeked out Mr. Hudgklns, es you will recall, who sent me the 
source of the rumor, and wo checked out all other sovirces, and 
the reports are here, and they all show negative. There wasn't 
any disclosure by Mr. Hudgklns. He said he had such informa- 
tion, but he refused to disclose his source, and he did not 
Indicate that he had anything more than the number that he said snd 
the claim that there was such a relationship. That is all hero 
in these reports. 

Rankin, who was to become New York City's law officer as its 
corporation counsel, did not tell the truth. As the reports already 
cited show beyond any question, Hudkins not only never "refused to dis- 
close his source," but ha made it explicit. Pm*ther, federal investi- 
gators had traced the information from Sweatt to Assistant D. A. 

Bill Alexander. The sole purpose served by this blatant lie was to 
persuade the Commissioners that there was no substance to the reports. 
As the reader has seen by now, it la anything but true that "we have 
checked out all the sources, and the reports are here, and they all 
show negative." 

If those, especially of the major madia and the eastern intel- 
lectual community, particularly those "liberals" who blindly say, in 
effect, that Earl Warren could make no mistake, forgetting that Jesus 
trusted Judas, had instead assessed the available evidence alone, they 
would have known that certainly someone had done wrong. But by their 
blind, unthinking. Irrational and entli'ely unsupported assault on 
those who raised questions about the integrity end motives of the 
official investigation end its conclusions, they may well have made 
impossible any legitimate defense of tlie members of the Commission. 

This one excerpt might open some closed eyes. 

This is but the beginning of the story, the tiny particle that 
can be pieced together from a single aspect of wliat the Commission 
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38 W unfit to publish when It did publish en estimated 10,000,000 words 
in a total of 27 tomes. 

Oerald 

Republican Leader/Ford is a successful politician. Ha is not, 
however, renovjnod for tact or diplomacy. Paid with public funds to 
be a member of the V/arren Commission and thus privy to its secrets, 
and with a ghostwriter provided by the ever-accommodating taxpayers, 
his name appears on two different private "Warren Reports", the first 
appearing in the issue of Life immediately after the official Report 
appeared and the second a book, "Portrait of the Aasossln". The 

y 

book was first published by Simon and Schuster in 196$. It was re- 
printed in paperback by Ballentlne Books the next year. 

The ghost was John R. Stiles, s long-time friend who had man- 
aged Ford’s first campaign in 19!4B. Thur, according to the books 
final page, "About the Authors", it v»as "natural ... thajf Mr. Stiles 
became Congressman Ford’s special assistant throughout the Congress- 
man's ten-month service on the Warren Commission." 

Translation from officialese gobbledygook: The Treasury paid 

for Ford's ghost. The Coramisalon had its own staff. 

What is "natural" is that, with so cress a oov-imerclaliantion, 
as *ith all literary effort that supports the Report, no cliargo of 
"scavenging" has been leveled nt the respectable end respected Con- 
gressman. That libel has been reserved exclusively for those who 
publicly dispute the official mythology about this assassination. 

As one so defamed, entirely seriously, without fingers crossed or 
anything like that, I hero express my own and I hope whst will come 
to be a national appreciation of Ford's "natural" commercial instincts. 
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For ho Is s blabbormouth* 

It is for this alone that we ere In his debt* 

If he said far less than ho might end should have, he also 
said too much for the survival of the official fairytale. 

This is the beginning of his book* 

No sooner had the Commisaion investigating President Ken- 
nedy's assassination assembled its staff and tentatively out- 
lined methods of operation then it was plunged into an astound- 
ing problem. On Wednesday, January 22, the members of the 
Commission were hurriedly called into emorgonoy session by the 
chairman. Mr. J, Lee Rankin, newly appointed General Counsel 
for the Commission, had received a telephone cell from Tezas. 

The cellar was Mr, Waggoner Carr, the Attorney General of Tezas. 
The information was that the FBI had nn ’’undercover agent" and 
th?t that agent was none other than Lee Harvey Oswald, the al- 
leged assassin of President Senoedyl 

Prior to that day the newspapers had carried an inconspicu- 
ous article or two speculating on whether Oswald could have 
been an agent of any United States Government agency, Mrs, 
Marguerite Oswald tUid made statements that she thought her 
son must have been tied in with the CIA or the State Depert- 
mont. But now the alarm had been sounded by a high official; 
and the Dallas prosecutor, Mr, Henry Wade, who hod also re- 
ported the rumor, was himself a former FBI man. 

Individual members of the Commission got the first inkling 
of th® seriousness of Carr's report when they met in emergency 
session late in the afternoon of the twenty-second of January, 
Each hod received an urgent message to come at 5:30 p.a. to 
the Commission's office In the Veterans of Foreign Wars Build- 
ing, My secretary had contacted me Immadiately, I happened 
to be in a subcommittee hearing in connection with ay normal 
duties on military appropriations. The other members of the 
Connnissiou--Chlef Justice Earl Warren, Senators Richard B, 
Russell and John Sherman Cooper, Congroasman Hale Boggs, John 
J, NeCloy and Allen W, Dulles--ware going about their busy 
schedules. 

On the arrival of the members, each took his place around 
the eight-foot oblong table. The late hour and tha complete 
disruption of everyone's personal plans added to the atmos- 
phere of tension, I was already overdue to leave the office, 
go home, change to evening clothes and attend the dedication 
of the new Museum of History and Technology, The Chief Jus- 
tice had the same problem. Ho was the scheduled speaker at 
this important event. 

J, Lee Rankin, General Counsel of the Commission, then re- 
ported the startling allegations to the members. They looked 
at one another in amazement. 

The session that followed lasted until after seven* I can 
not reoa3.1 attending a meeting more tense and hushed. 
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The Coramlssion mode the decision to esk the Texes Attorney 
Genorel, District Attorney Wade end any other Dalles officials 
who had knowledge of these allegations to come at once to Wash- 
ington and secretly present what they had heard. There should 
be absolutely no publicity. 

The Texas officials slipped into the nation's capital with 
complete anonymity. They met with Lse Rankin and othor members 
of the staff and told what they knew. The information was that 
Lee Oswald was actually hired by the FBI; that ho was assigned 
the undercover-agent number 179; that he was on the FBI payroll 
at two hundred dollars s month starting in September 1962 and 
that he was still on their payroll the day he was apprehended 
in the Texas Theatre after having gtinnad down Officer J. D. 

Tippitl The officials returned to Dallas after their visit on 
Friday, January 24. Their presence in Washington w^s unknown 
to tho press or the public. 

This sensation was little noted on publication, has been en- 
tirely forgotten except for a few still researching the assassination, 
and spurred mo to more intensive investigations in one of the two 
most carefully hidden and most important elements of the assassina- 
tion evidence. The first thing I had written on tho assassination, 
almost PS soon as the President was buried. Is what is called p 
" lead end summsry" for « magazine article that could not be published. 
My agent reported that all major magazines were practically terrified 
and would print only what was consistent ^^(lth wluit government said. 

The topic sentence read, "Lee Harvey Oswald could not have been 
persona non grata to the FBI." 

This modest representation was obvious to one with my background 
as an investigative reporter, a Senate investigator, and an intelli- 
gence analyst. It must have occurred to hundreds, immediately. But 
the FBI carefully brushed over all the trail. 

Sensational as is Congressman Ford's blabbing-for-bucks , it 
Is still a considerable xmdarstatement. It in no way discloses - 
does not even suggest - the unbelievable national scandal, an in- 
credibility Ilka nothing in our history, that immediately followed 
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and then, save for a single bureaucratic oversight, was completely 
hidden. 

This "crisis" is reported only in Ford's for-personel-prof it 
"Warren Report", not in the official one. The official one bears no 
hint of this or the fact behind it. There were these three feet con- 
taining millions of words of "evidence" the Commission published, but 
in them no space for this sensation, as there was for none of the 
small sampling of relevant reports I h'‘ve Just cited. 

The Commiseion did not, on its own, decide to give the mourn- 
ing nation this large selection of its collection of what, for the mo 
most part, is irrelevant. It published those 26 volumes of testimony 
and appendages only under White House pressure, another fact until 
now not given the public. 

Commissicn-artieulsted reslstante to publishing much of any- 
thing mere than a bit of its carefully selected propaganda rambled 
on for pages in its TOP SECRET executive sessions. Here are a few 
excerpts from pages 5872-53711.: 

The Chairman. My thought is this, on that subject. I 
wonder if we are under any obligation to print this tran- 
aorlpt. I think we have to print our maport. But to print 
this appendix is going to cost, as I aaa there, for 2,000 
copies — if we hevo 10 volumes, it will cost $2^9,000. 

And 2,000 copies would not be anything. Every Congressman, 
every Senator would want a number of copies for his libraries 
and so forth, as they do with the Congressional Record. And 
it would amount to a vest svun of money. 

And why shouldn* t we Just file our report in printed form, 
and then file with the trnnccript. And then if Congress or 
someone else wants to havo it printed later, lot them print 

4 h 

w • • • • 

Mr. Ihilles. ... But I quite agree with the Chief Justice, 

Make this a vs liable so nobody can say you have not tried to 
make the whole thlxig secret. But to print all the testimony 
you have token — some cf it has been terribly detailed. If 
historians later want to read it over and work on it, well 
and good, but I don't think anybody would pay any attention 
to it to begin with. 
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Mr. Dullaa, Wall, as the Chief Justice says, if Congress 
wants to appropriate the money to print it, let them do it. 

The Chairmen. Sure. We would not conceal it. We would 
make it available to them. If they wanted to print it, they 
could do it. 

Until pressured, -it had an entirely different attitude, as 
disclosed by this ejccerpt from an early TOP SECR2T e:xecutive session 
from which it excluded its staff, access to the transcripts of which, 
the chairman assured the members, would be denied even its trusted 
employees : 

Rep. Boggs ! I'h** Chief Justice, who sees this transcript 

tills mfin is making hero? 

Chiirtacn: That is supposed to be Top fiocret, betwoea the 

reporter end this Commission, and no one else. I em sure 
that is tlie understanding. 

Rep. Boggs; All right. 

Chairmen: We sould not have less than thtt. 

Rep. Boggs: I Just vjantod to make sure. 

Whet wt s not classified, that for which there was ample apace, 
is page after page of cheesecake pictures of Jack Ruby’s hardfsced 
and softbodied strippers on the one oxtremo, their h/rdn'jss no more 
related to the assassination than their softness; and on the other, 
such psaudo-sclene© es the FBI's detailed analyaij; of hairs found on 
a blanket known to have been Oswald's. T’hese vJore pubic hairs, the 
FBI's science ostabllAhed after hours of the most complicated study, 
and Oswald's pubic hairs at that. V/hy it ia significant that Oawa Id ' s 
pubic hairs were on O swald 's blanket is an arcane secret of the secret 
police, but tha Coimnission was impressed. The whola schaesr is in the 
appended volumes as it is in the Report, complete with onlsrged cross- 
section? (R587)t for all the world as though whose pubic hnirs were 
on Oswald's blanket should be of interest to anyone besides his wife. 

And thus we esn loorri, in examining this moot subtle "proof 
on how the President was ssaassinated end by whom, by study of this 
full-page drawing titled, ‘'DIAORAM OP A HAIR," that each has eight 
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parts. Imagine thstl Sach tiny hair, eight parts, no lesal They are 
clearly Identifiea; root, shaft, scales, cuticle cortex, msduls, pig- 
ment and cortical fusi. So that all of this could be undorstood 
clearly, the FBI’s much larger drawing, even in reduction for Commis- 
sinn reproduction, presents the croas-section of a hair blown up to 
an inch and a quarter. 

Now this , to this Coraraission. wis how to solve the assaasina- 
tion. Not by any genuine in<iuiry into, for example, whfcher the sole 
man it aver considered might have been the cssassin had such compli- 
cations in his life as association of any nature, no matter how re- 
mote. with government intelligence, either the CIA, the FBI, or both. 

These exaggerated examples serve to highlight what res lly . 
transpired in those TOP SECRET executive sessions. 

It is possible to think too harshly about individual members, 
like Boogs, from looking at their let-down hair, possible to attri- 
bute more guilt to hhem than may be justified. wTiat I beliova the 
Commissioners never realized is how much they wore the croaturoc of 
their staff, the lawyers they thought served them alone, and the FBI, 
which did almost all its investigating, if that is wh.nt the FBI really 
did for thd Commiasiou. 

Come of the metobers, from time to time, expressed Jaundiced 
views in their TOP SECRET Eaffee klatches. However, Boggs and Ford 

never lost their faith in the FBI. 

The year after they issued their Report, they made a Joint 
television appearance in New Orleans, not for a moment realising their 
self-indictment. These are the words of the Associated press aocoimt, 
from the V.'osain;ttoi.i Post of June 7 > 1965s 
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Both men also expressed the view that if the FBI and the 
Secret Service had Jurisdiction in the investigation of the 
shooting of President Kennedy, then the killing of Lee Harvey 
Oswald would not hsve occurred. The two agencies, they said, 
would have provided more safeguards for Oswald, the accused 
assassin. 

Aside from a self -indictment for not tiaving said this in their 
Report, it is an indictment of the Dallas police also not in that Report. 



With this mixed picture, part in sharp focus, part fuzzy, a 
picture of the Commission never before saposed, a picture of Oswald 
as a government informant and the serious emergency with which this 
possibility confronted the entire government when ho was accused of 
being the Presidential assassin, and a glimpse of how governioont 
functioned when in this unparalleled predicament, we big what to mo 
has been a non-fiction detective story for the more-thon-sevea years 
during which I hsve been trying to ferret out the suppressed evidence. 

It comes from rooting out the secreted documents and from 
extensive personal investigations. 

Wes Oswald really connected witn any federal agtsney? Was ho 
connected with more than one? Had ho had connections, broken then, 
and was he being harassed to resume them at the time of the 
assassination? 

It may or may not be possible to reach a definitive answer. 

Certainly, if we do, it will not bo with the help of either the CIA . 

or the FBI. The question is one that, in the national interest, must 

* 

be addressed and, to the degree possible, snswarod. Before returning 
to the Commission's secret misconduct on this, acts like nothing in ' 
otir recorded history - s thing so scandalous and culpable it can hardly 
be Imagined - we should and do examine the strange consistency in 
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Oswald, beglniiln,3 with his boyhood, when ha did what makes sense only 
’ if he conceived himself some kind of amateur spy, 

"■i 














"I Lived Three Lives" 

As son and brother, Robert Oswald Is an exceptional man. It 
Is not many who oan, with no knowledge of their own, summon the Inner 
resources required to call his brother a Presidential assassin and to 
blame this on his mother. And, when a book (" 'Lee "') not of his writing 
but bearing his name appeared, Robert was without reluctance In express- 
ing himself. Then the words came from his own mouth - and they promoted 
"his" book* (It was written by Myrlok and Barbara Land.) 

In a December 17, 1967, appearance on Dallas TV Station VfPAA, 
as reported by the Associated Press, "I conclude that Lee alone fired the 
three shots." The subheading later In the story Is simple and explicit, 
"Blames Mother." 

This amateur psychiatry did not originate with Robert. Prom "his" 
writing. It began with eminent coxmsel for the Warren Commission: 

... I received a telephone call from Wesley J. Llebeler, an 
assistant counsel ... He told me he was In an Isolated cabin 
or ski lodge working on one chapter of the Commission's Report. 

He had reached the point where he wanted to reveal Lee's motives 
for shooting the President, he said, and that was why he was 
calling me. "When you want to know something,” he said, "you go 
directly to the man who should know the answer." 

Robert "knew" so much about his brother he didn't know even the 
size of his family. Almost anyone Lee knew had seen more of him than 
had Robert. Thus, this Commission and Its counsel In charge of the 
chapter on "conspiracy," when the question of motive perplexed, as well 
It should, selected Robert as "the man who should knovt the answei" - 
when Robert had no way of knowing - and went "directly" to him, by 
phone. Llebeler was at Newfane, Vermont. 
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Even Robert was troubled by this, after "the Cornmlsslon had spent 
months on Its e;xhau3tive investigations." 

Liebeler's amateur psychiatry led from the Warren Commission to 
teaching law at the University of California at Los Angeles. The ama- 
teur psychiatry was not his alone. In questioning Robert, Albert Jenner, 
who then aspired to the presidency of the American Bar Association, 

"asked me whether I had seen two films - Suddenly and The Manchurian 
Candidate ." When Robert later saw the second film, "it shocked me," as 
well it might, there being, to his knowledge, no Queen of Diamonds in 
Lee's past and noi$skill with the rifle. 

Perhaps it is this devotion to amateur psychiatry that leaves 
voids in the investigation into whether Lee had federal connections of 
any kind. 

Interviewed in New York on publication of his ghost-written book, 
Robert claimed, in the words of the UPI October 2, 1967, story, "that 
two days after President Kennedy was killed. Secret Service men suspected 
the FBI was Involved in the assassination." The Secret Service then 
held the Oswalds in "protective custody." 

But, if Robert couldn't give Liebeler Lee's motive, by the time 
his book was oontraoted, two and a half years later, he was ready with 
"additional details of why and how his brother" was the assassin, be- 
cause, in the words used by AP December 8, 1966, "the public needs more 
details. " 

Not the public alone is it that "needs more details," Robert's 

lofty and non-commercial motive in permitting his name to be put on a 

(ft4Uu!X 

book written by Myriok a nd B a rbara La nd. The official investigation 
needed them, too. 

Investigators, police and lawyers are only too familiar with the 
problem of details and having to get some from sources of dubious^ 
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dependability. But there are aome areas, those of least official in- 
terest, in which Robert can be the only source, having been Lee's full 
brother and closest to him in age. He had significant things to say, 
although they were of no Interest to the officials. The question we 
face is not could Robert know, but how dependable is he In reporting 
what he knows? Can his word be taken? 

I believe that on one significant and officially-ignored element 
of evidence he reports dependably. But the reader should be able to 
decide for himself. This again leads to Robert's book. 

As did Robert, his publishers, Coward-McCann, Inc., blurbed Lee 
as "a unique and vital document that sheds new light on the influences 
that led Lee Harvey Oswald to murder." The full-page ad In the October 
2, 196?» issue of the trade paper. Publisher's Weekly, boasts of "Robert's 
efforts to protect Marina from promoters." 

All of Robert's earlier professional experience had been with 
bricks, not protecting widows of accused assassins from "promoters." He 
worked in a brickyard. His "protection" took the form of assuring that 
she'd be milked as thoroughly as a prize cow, with 35 percent plus 
creamed of f the top. Only Jack Ruby could have fared worse. The man 
who shot Lee, with Lawrense Schiller, who was later to call those doubt- 
ing the Warren Report "scavengers", acting as his agent, got less than 
half the take. 

- If it requires exceptional courage and devotion to high principle 

to call a brother an assassin and say the blame is the mother's - for 
pay - If this is true sibling love at Its exalted pinnacle, real family 
pride, the authentic Damon and Pythias bit, Robert's financial involve- 
ment with his widowed sister-in-law also was a secret scandal early in 
the life of the Warren Commission. Of this there was a secret investi- 
gation. It is not mentioned in the Report. j 
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The Secret Service took possession of Marins as soon as they 
could, she, her children and her mother-in-law Marguerite, \intll the' 
second day after the assassination, having been guests of Life . They 
spirited the family out of Dallas, to the Inn of the Six Flags, at 
Arlington. It was managed by James Martin. I tell the entire story In 
WHITEWASH II: The FBI-SECRET SERVICE COVER-DP, In the chapter, "Sche- 

hereaade," basing it on the suppressed evidence I was by that time, the 
late summer of 1966, able to dredge from the Commission's unused.! river 
pf evidence In the National Archives. 

Held vlrttially Incommunicado, Marina was leaned on heavily. She 
was not told when her husband was shot, was lied to when she heard of 
it by accident, and than had to Insist on being taken to the hospital, 
where her husband was already dead. Immediately she was returned to the 
Inn and subjected, despite her anguish and over her objection, to a 
grilling that exhausted her. With translations from English to Russian 
and back again, the transcript Is pages long. It was when I discov- 
ered this transcript that I learned of the early official Interest In 
the mysterious David William Ferrle, later to die under strange circum- 
stances . 

Once the Secret Service stopped leaning on her, they became the 
good guys. The FBI always had been the bad guys to Marina. She blamed 
then for Lee's loss of each Job almost as soon as he got It and for 
other abuse. She refused to talk to the FBI. It took considerable 
Secret Service wheedling to break down her reluctance. 

Money helped, too. 

To put It bluntly, Marina was given a simple choice: Deportation 

to the Russia she hated or wealth and citizenship In the United States - 
If she "cooperated.” (”... If I wanted to live In this country, I would 
have to help ...") 
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She chose fame and fortune. 

And here Is where Robert’s noble ambition, to protect the sister- 
in-law he hardly knew from the "promoters," became Important to the 
government. 

Marina’s closest friend, the woman with whom she lived, Mrs. Ruth 
Paine, spoke Russian. Marina spoke almost no English. She trusted Ruth, 
and thus had to be separated from her so she could "cooperate," coopera- 
tion meaning saying almost anything asked of her to indict her murdered 
Husband . 

When Robert’s dedication Required Instant knowledge. Instant 
knowledge he developed, on the spot. 

Robert had never met Ruth or Michael Paine, but he knew all about 
them the day after the assassination, when he visited Lee in Dallas Jail. 
The brothers spoke by phone, through a heavy glass partition. When Robert 
asked what would happen to Marina and the kids, Lee said, as Robert reports 
it, that his friends the Paines would look afper them. 

"I don’t think they’re any friends of yovirs," Robert quotes him- 
self as saying. 

When is precisely the Instant knowledge ha needed to "protect" 

Marina from the "promoters." 

After publication of my second book, I found the \intold story in 
a secret Secret Service report. It was filed Febrviary 26 , I96I4., by 
Leon L. Oopadze, a Russian-speaking agent assigned to the Los Angeles 
office. He had been rushed to Dallas and was the link with Marina. 

Agents Mike Howard and Charles E. Kunkel helped. Oopadze ’s investigation 
is the Commission's File lv66. 

When the Senret Service moved Marina e^ into the Inn of the 
Six Flags, they delivered her to what was to become a package deal. 

Martin took it and Marina over. She was later to complain before the 












Cotn^jlsalon and to ask for relief, whioh she was able to buy for herself 
by paying off Martin and others. 

Investigation of the financial scandal, or Robert's "protection" 
from "promoters," is phrased with diplomatic subtleties rather than rough 
investigator's language. The "request" was made by Inspector Thomas J. 
Kelley (now assistant directir in charge of Protective Research, the 
presidential-protection unit). It included whether Oopadze's questioning 
of Marina "waa ever conducted in the presence of James Martin" who by then 
had become her "Business Manager" and "to relate any conversations in 
which ho participated as translator, occuring between Marina Oswald, 

James Martin and Attorney John Thorne, relative to any business trans- 
actlona •'* 

Oopadze took it chronologically. He first met Martin at the Inn 
on November 27, five days after the assassination, three after Marina 
had been sequeatored there. "At this time Marina Oswald was being ques- 
tioned by FBI Special Agents /James Patrick/ Hosty and /Charles T_j/ 

Brown." Hosty, later disciplined, was the Dallas "Oswald expert." 

On that occasion all Oopadze heard from Martin is that "Martin 
stated that he was sorry for Marina Oswald and that he was doing every- 
thing to make her comfortable at the Inn." The next day there was 
"thanksgiving dinner given by the Martins at their residence for Marina 
Oswald." 

The day after Thanksgiving Oopadze "translated to Marina Oswald 
various suggestions made by Robert Oswald and James Martin concerntg 
the request of the Rosehill Cemetery officials for the removal of the 
body of Lee Oswald from his grave," motivated by "threats received by 
them concerning the disinterment and destruction of the body of Lee 
Oswald. Marina Oswald reluctantly agreed to the cremation" (which, it 
happens waa also devoutly desired by the Commission, none of whose 






business it was, as they discussed It In their top-secret executdLve 
sessions). She stipulated only that It coat her nothing. 

At this time It became "apparent" that "a previous offer had been 
made by the Martin's (sic) to Marina Oswald to move Into their home and 
become a part of their household." 

Marine appeared to have some doubts about Martin's blghearted 
Texas generosity, first sought "assurance that his family liked her, 
then wished to know how long she might remain with the Martin's (sic) and 
under what conditions. James Martin stated that she could stay with them 
as long as she wished, that they wished no compensation from her other 
than helping around the house ... At the conclusion of the conversation 
between Marina Oswald, Robert Oswald and James Martin, Robert Oswald told 
the Reporting Agent Ahat Is, Oopadze^/ of his personal dislike of Ruth 
Paine." 

Instant knowledge; Instant dislike. 

Robert and Marguerite "did not wish Marina to have anything fur- 
ther to do with Ruth Paine. He did not elaborate on his reasons, merely 
stating that Mrs. Paine was a bad Influence on Marina. At this par- 
ticular time Marina Indicated that she would do anything Robert wished 
her to do and stated that she trusted Robert completely." 

This "bad Influence" consisted In Ruth's having taken Marina Into 
her home, without charge, arranging for her hospitalization In Dallas 
while she was delivered of her second child, and having driven all the 
way to New Orleans for Marina and baby June. 

Other reasons for Marina's "trust" and Robert's "dislike" soon 
became apparent. 

November 30 ~ ^ recounts It day by day - Oopadze end the entour- 
age were driven from the Inn to Martin's residence, II6II Farrar Street, 
Dallas . 
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Marina had gotten Martin's assvirance that there was nothing his 
family desired mope than giving free room and board to this poor little 
poor girl. But when they got to the Martin home, "Mrs. James Martin 
appeared somewhat perturbed with Marina's presence in the household." 
Because of the neighbors, Oopadze says. She "suggested changing Marina's 
appearance, changing her name, etc." 

So friendly were the local folk that Martin "was encountering 
difficulty with the local banks in Delias in opening a bank account 
under the name of Marina Oswald." 

The poor-little-poor girl had somehow been touched with e magic 
wand. Within a week of the assassination, money was rolling in. 

Martin solved ttio problem by opening "an account in the name of 
Marina Martin and would negotiate the donation checks by endorsing them 
in his name and then depositing the cash in Marina's account*" Marina 
"appeared agreeable at this time." 

Oopadze "suggested to Martin that he find a reputable lawyer to 
transact her legal affairs and a competent financial adviser to assist 
in her business affairs." 

Mo problem at all for Martin. These experts were waiting in the 
wings. Meanwhile, Marina "strongly indicated her trust of Mr. Martin in 
his handling of her affairs." 

Grand Prairie Attorney John M. Thorne, known to Martin for some 
time, "was willing to handle Marina's legal affairs," but not "in any 
criminal actions." Oopadze assured none were likely. 

Thorne came right to the next point: 

Mr. Thorn (sic) stated that he could not represent Marina, 
without compensation add also suggested at that time that Hri. 

James Martin bo appointed by Marina as her Business Manager 
(sic) . 

Marina "agreed that appropriate contracts should be drawn by Mr. 
Thorn (sic) for the purpose of binding this agreement. At this time no 
mention was made relative to the matter of compensation and fees." 
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In hia account, Oopadze Intersperses mention of various Interro- 
gations of Marina for official purposes. It helps cushion the Impact 
of Robertfs ”proteotlon" of Marina from those who would exploit her and 
of her financial good fortune at having been the wife of the accused 
Presidential assassin, next best thing to owning a gold mine. The ap- 
parent oversight on the financial details was remedied two days later, 
when the contracts were drawn. They 

provided for 10j6 of Marina Oswald's Income to go to Mr. Thorn 
(sic) for attorney's fees; 10j{ of her Income to goto Robert 
Oswald as her adviser; and 1S% to go to Mr. Martin as her 
Business Manager (sic). 

This added five percent to Martin ’’was to be considered as Inci- 
dental expenses In connection with finding writers for Marina's stories, 
etc." 



Considering that Harper & Row was to provide Mrs. Priscilla John- 
son McMillan to write Marina's book - and by early 1966 had a six -figure 
Investment In what was already, obviously, nonpubllshable - this does 
not seem to have been unfair to Martin. Another remarkable coincidence 
Is that Priscilla Johnson, as a Moscow reporter, had Interviewed Lee 
there on his arrival. 

The first "advice" Marina needed and got was not from Robert, who 

got 10 percent allegedly for this purpose. Oopadze provided It by asking 

If the above percentage fees were based on monies received by 
r Marina Oswald from various contribution and donations from 
people throughout the United States. Mr. Martin stated that 
even though the contracts drawn up by Mr. Thorn (sic) seemed 
to Indicate this would be the case, that It could be specifi- 
cally stated In the contracts that the contracts did not refer 
to monies received as donations and contributions, and It 
would be a simple matter to so correct the contracts. 

This, as Oopadze said, "was not his duty nor within the sphere 
of his work to become Involved In Marina Oswald's personal affairs," 
especially when Robert was getting his cut for It. But the government 
told Marina that If she helped. It would look out for hez*^, and here 
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It did. It cost Robert and the others a percentage of the generous gifts. 

Marina was content to be milked, feeling 

that If the parties Involved could make money for themselves. 

It would mean money for her, too. 

The contracts ran for 10 years. Apparently, she was not told that 
writers also get paid. What this deal cost her ^ toto remains unknown. 

In all of this, Robert, with his brickyard experience to put at 
Marina's disposal for a 10 percent cut of her gross, served two purposes: 
to swing the deal for his partners and the government and to keep Ruth 
Peine, the one Independent person with whom Marine might consult, away 
from Marina. He succeeded with both, thus earning from his partners 
Martin and Thorne some of what they might otherwise have kept of what 
they milked from Marina. 

How well he kept Ruth and Marina separated Is revealed In this 
hltherto-unpubllshed document from the Dallas police files. It Is the 
December 23, 1963* report of Criminal Intelligence Section Lieutenant 
Jack Revlll, meaninglessly entitled, "SUBJECT: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE (4)".' 

The undersigned Officer was assigned, along with two United 
States Secret Service Agents, at the JAMES HERBERT MARTIN resi- 
dence, 11611 Farrar . for security purposes on December 2l, 1963. 

Mrs. MARINA OSWALD Is presently living at this address. The 
following report, regarding occurances during this tour of duty. 

Is submitted for your Information. 

At 10:1*.0 a.m. Mrs ROTH PAY^. aka MRS MICHAEL R. PAYNE, was 
observed at the front door. l4r. HARTtHf was told by Secret Seb- 
vloe Agents that Mrs PAYNE had bean Informed that she would not 
be permitted to see Mrs. OSWALD. Mrs. OSWALD went to the back 
of the house and remained out of sight while Mrs PAYNE was there. 

Mr. MARTIN opened the front door and Mrs. PAYNE entered without 
being invited Into the house. She brought some packages which 
she stated were for the MARTIN children and a package which had 
come to her address through the mall for Mrs. OSWALD. Mrs. 

OSWALD'S package was given to Secret Service Agents after she 
left for examination but the packages for the MARTIN children 
were not checked. Mrs PAYNE stated that she wanted to get 
acquainted with Hr. MARTIN, he reminded her that he had come 
to her house In Irving and picked up Mrs OSWALD'S possessions. 

Mrs PAYNE said that so many people had been there she did not 
remember him. Mrs PAYNE expressed a desire to contact Mrs. 

OSWALD and was told by MARTIN that she was not having any visi- 
tors and that he had been asked not to reveal her whereabouts. 

Mrs PAYNE'S actions indicated that she knew or at least sus- 
pected, that Mrs OSWALD was living with the MARTINS. Mrs. PAYNE 
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left at 12i20 p.m. She drove a 1955 Chevrolet station wag on, 
color two-tone green , bearing 19^3 ^exas license number NK 
kOUl which Is registered to her at 2515 West Fifth Street, 
irving, Texas. 

Mr. MARTIN stated that he thought Mrs. FAYNE had gotten 
his address fi*om JOE FISHER at the Statler Hotel, she men- 
tioned that she had talked to FISHER. 

The Secret Service Agents on duty declined to comment on 
the relationship between Mr. MARTIN aad Mrs. OSWALD or MARTINS 
reasons for taking her Into his home. They stated that Mrs 
OSWALD had been made some offers, the nature of which they 
would not disclose, that could bring her a substanclal amount 
of money and they Implied that MARTIN was supporting her and 
going to manage her affairs for a percentage. They stated 
that as far as the Secret Service was concerned MARTIN might 
as well have the money as anybody else. 

This report was written by Detective T. T. Wardlaw, to whom 
Revlll had assigned his "seourlty” Job. 

Exactly the same thing happened to the American Civil Liberties 
Union when Its Dallas branch worried about Marina's enjoyment of all 
her legal rights. In that case, the police had their own Interest. 

They, considering the ACLU "subversive," had planted an agent Inside It. 

The Commission, after entering this report Into Its evidence as Exhibit 
710, physically removed It and replaced It with a totally false explana- 
tion In the printed volumes (ITHxvll) saying there Is no exhibit of this 
number ("This number was not used"). I was able to get a copy, even 
after the Archives denied Its existence. This lie Is no more accidental 
than It Is pointless. 

So, Marina was In good hands. She did cooperate In full. She 
said what was required of her, avoided deportation, and got her citizen- 
ship while she grew rich. And, although a witness to nothing, prospered 
as the chief witness against her husband - and the first. When It later 
developed that what she had said before this deal was packaged and de- 
livered was contrary to what was wanted of her, before the Commission, 
she had a simple and readily-accepted explanation; She swore that she 
had lied while not under oath but would not lie under oath! The Commission 
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ratnalned untroubled about this until the end of Its days. Then, too 
late, Senator Russell developed some misgivings about her testimony. 
Without having really participated In the Commission's work, he none- 
theless shook her Into changing her story again In a secret hearing 
held In a Dallas military Installation on Sunday, September 6, three 
weeks before the Report appeared, after It had been set In type and 
without significant Impact on It or Its predetermined conclusions. 

With this history, we may be better able to appraise two bits of 
Information from Robert that bear very much on whether hla brother may 
have been a federal Informant, particularly on whether Lee might have 
begun life with this as an ambition. 

These may seem to be contradictory, yet they may not be. Whan 
Look condensed ^Lee .'***■.. It chose to eliminate the second, but Inconsis- 
tency need not be considered the only possible explanation. 

Robebt says he believes Lee "first became Interested In Communism" 
In 195U> when Lee was In the ninth grade, rather precocious political 
development. To this ho adds, "I can't help wondering whether It might 
have been Ferrle who Introduced Lee to Communist Ideas." 

David William Ferrle, homosexual former airline pilot, a brilliant 
psychopath who died mysteriously In New Orleans In early 196? while 
under Investigation, held such virulently antl-Communlst views that con- 
servative organizations found them too extreme to be llatehadd to. 

Ferrle was deeply Involved In CIA-dlrected and -financed antl- Castro 
activities. He claimed to have been a contract employee for the CIA, 

His godson, Morris Brownlee, told me that Ferrle had Introduced him to 
his CIA "contact." 

In using "wonder," the Lands put the right word In Robert's mouth. 
But the wonder Is about what kind of political Ideas, If any, Ferrle 
"Introduced." Lee was strongly antl-Communlst, despite the official 
misrepresentation. ^ 
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Oswald's hatred of Russian Communism and American Communists 
permeates 150 consecutive pages (283-43l<.) of those of his notes repro- 
duced in Volume 16 of the Commission's appended evidence, which almost 
nobody has over seen. Rather vigorously, these say the opposite of what 
is presented in the Report. In his secret writing Oswald had raged: 

The Communist party of the United States has betrayed itself. 

It has turned itself into the traditional lever of a foreign 
power to overthrow the government of the United States, not in 
the name of freedom or high ideals, but in servile conformity 
to the wishes of the Soviet Union . . . /the leaders,/ have shown 
themselves to be willing, gullible messengers of the Kremlin's 
In’fcdrns t Iona 1 propaganda ••• “tlie Sovlots Ixava cotnuilttad crluies 
unsurpassed ... imprisonment of their own peoples ... mass ex- 
terminations ... Indlvldtial suppression and regimentation ... 
deportations ... the murder of history, the prostitution of art 
and culture. The communist movement in the United States, per- 
sonallzod by bba CouxniunlstJ Party, UmSeA*, bas turnad itself Into 
a "valuable gold coin" of the Kremlin. It has failed to denounce 
the Soviet Government whem similar actions of the U.S. Government 
bring pious protest. (Spelling improved.) 

Where Oswald, in private, speaking his real beliefs, described 
himself as one "with many personal reasons to know and therefore hate 
and mistrust Communism ..." (l6Hl4i;2), the Commission prated about what 
it designated as his "dedication" to "Marxism and Communism." 

When there was this gruesome official "What's My Line" with evi- 
dence, history and the investigation of the "crime of the century," 
the real Lee Harvey Oswald could not "please stand up," being safely in 
his grave. In this Report, even his ghost was kept there. If the real 
Lee Harvey Oswald sounds more like J. Edgar Hoover than Karl Marx, it 
is surprising only because of the official decision not to trouble the 
country with the real details of the real life and beliefs of the real 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

What Look eschewed appears on page 47 of the book; 

One of his favorite programs was I Led Three Lives , the story 
of Herbert Philbrick, tne FBI Informant who posed as a Communist 
spy. In the early 1950s, Lee watched that show every week with- 
out fail. When I left home to Join the Marines, he was still 
watching the reruns. 
















I 






Boyhood devotion to a program glorifying the FBI is hardly the 
usual apprenticeship for Communist belief. No more than trying to Join 
the Marines at 16 and succeeding at 17. If any conclusion were to be 
drawn from this, and here there is no reason to doubt Robert, it is more 
likely that from childhood Lee aspired to emulate Philbrlck, to becone 
an FBI informant, a not-unre warding sideline for young men not prepared 
for life with a good trade or profession. 

And, despite the contrary official conclusions and the official 
effort to hide all relevant evidence, the one consistent direction in 
much of Oswald's short life beginning with his favorite TV show is that 
of Informant. 
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The Commission preferred its own emafceur psychiatry to that of 
professionals, including its own. Dr. Uilfred Overholser, whose ser- 
vices to the Commission were kept a state secret. Dr. Overholser had 
formerly heeded 0 government mental hospital. The only planned use 
of his psychiatry of which I enn find any record is that for which 
he had absolutely no qualification, aiaminotion of the film of the 
autopsy of the assassinated President. If he did that, it remains a 
secret. The truth is that no evaluation ove|| made of Oswald is in 
any way consistent with or justification of the official allegations 
and the only official one, when he was in the Marines, la idifft "no 
abnornslities we r e noted, in all categories, including psychiatric" 

(CE 1383). 

By means of its own amateur psychiatry, the Commission con- 
cluded the assassinated alleged assassin - and there is no credible 
evidence he was and overwhelming evidence he could not have been the 
assassin - had a predisposition toward violence, widely interpreted 
is supposedly coming from sleeping too far into his boyhood viith his 
widowed mother, to reading and spalling defects, and other realities 
of science that in this case are the devices of fiction. 

For all the extensive biographical data on Oswald - and about 
half the enormous 912-page Report is biographical and utterly*, irrele- 
vant without probative proof he was the lone assassin - there remains 
the total absence of what we have considered. 
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Sp the reader can fully appreciate how little of the Report 
is on the assassination, how considerable an understatement it is to 
say that the official explanation of the crime is largely supposedly 
biographical infommetion and other such irmnaterialitios, let me cite 
these statistics: The first chapter of the Report, titled "Sumaary 

end Conclusions", was not that alone. It was also the Commission's 
press release on the Report. It is 25 pages, next to the shortest 
chapter. The shortest chapter, the second, has 22 pages. Of these, 
eight are teknn up with charts and pictures of the ares, ler.ving 14 
pages of text. It is the chapter called "The Assassination" - 14 of 
912 pages I This is but a third the length of one of the chapters on 
Oswald's "Background and Possible Motives," the seventh; about a 
fourth the length of Chhator 13, "Biography of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

The subject of by far the least Interest in the Report is the assas- 
sination. This is the only means by which it could even seem to be 
pinned on the man innaedietely accused, before there wss s vestigs of 
evidence oi' any association with the crime at all; the man upon whom 
it was thus pinned, after wiiat was touted as the greatest criminal 
investigation in history, by unsubabeutia ted laforences "nd the cap- 
ture of the public and media minds with carefully arranged leaks of 
the most prejudicial misinformation. 

His career from .schccl-day attraction to the flying boy scouts, 

through his top-secret-plus security clearance, his rslrtion"hip with 

a Penkovsky-csse principal, his unlikely activities over a period of 

years, can make sense only as intelligence-oriented. Ills own cle 1ms 

to this essociatlon, the many things tending to substnntlate him, and 

% 

the complete absence of anything that^by ev^n a fly-by-atght corre- 
spondence dotectiving-course apprentice^ could be considered a real 
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Investlgetioa of any of this, support the belief. 

,We began with the official hang-up on this tender poiint of 
Oswald's official connections without telling the whole story of them, 
and to chat we now return, with the perspective added by that part of 
hla career not hidden beyond retrieval. 

rfithin the content of the preceding chapters, v/ith the dis- 
tortions, misrepresentations, suppressions, avoided witnesses end 
investigations, hidden evidence - svidence hidden most of all from 
the Commission ^ the PBI, which was supposedly invccfcigatlng for it - 
and of evidence that could have shown his associations with it snd/or 
the Cl® - there is a background for the Comniasion's ovjn miscenduot 
so serious it is beyond adequate deecription in terms the average 
American can conceive to be the reality. 

It is now time to return to the beginning. Congressman Ford's 
eaploitstion of official seorotp for persoasl profit, at the cost of 
breeching faith with his former colleggues on the Cotnmissinn, after 
that Commisslcn ceased to exist, when it was not possible tc do any- 
thing about it. He hod made this easier by putting e political crony 
on the public payroll ss his assistant, even though the Commisdon had 
its own staff without limitations on its size. The public provided 
Ford with hia ghostwriter. 

Ford's taxpayer-subsidized book tells far from the complete 
story, much, much less than he knew, very much less then he could have 
said of Oswald as an official informant and the pretense of an investi- 
gation of it. The seventh end last veil hid more. Ford pAstrictad 
himself to Just enough to make a story, to what he could seem to 
refute, leaving himself and the Commission, if Judged by hia book 
alone, clean and pure. 
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That this literary scrimshaw did not work can be attributed to 
the fact that the rest of the book is Junk. When it appeared, few 
had any way of knowing this sensational beginning was anything but 
the complete story of Agent Oswald. The book is literary trash, a 
Jumble of irrelevant, prejudicial rehashing of the official, personal 
defamations of the Oswald family and an all -pervading, contrived anti- 
communism, put together with the unknowing paranoia of those who have 
successfully converted this modern sickness into political careers. 

The result is an overblown updating of an urbanized "Tobacco Road." 

In the steam-cleaned Ford version, the Commission's first 
knowledge of reports that Oswald had been an informant came from 
Waggoner Carr's telephone call to Rankin, Hoover's old personal 
friend from hia Solicitor-General days in the Department of Justice. 
Republican Rankin manipulated the Republican-dominated CoroTilssion 
appointed by the Democratic President (who had become Presidei t ibe- 
cause of the assassination), who thus flzed upon his Republican oppo- 
sition responsibility for "investigating" ths crime. 

It was neither the phone call nor the content of the phone call. 

It was the source of ttie phone call - no stranger. 

Waggoner Carr was Attorney General of the State of Texas. His 
call meant that the Commission had to face the ultimate crisis, an 
official investigation outside the federnl government that might re- 
veal the possible connections between its vsrloua spooks end Oswald. 

The assassination of John Kennedy was a crime only in Texas. 
Texas Jurisdiction did not end when Ruby assassinated the accused. 

Only the s^otified fictions, that Oswald was the assassin and that 
there was no conspiracy, prevent-s criminal action In the case. Ruby 
served but two purposes in shooting Oswald: He closed Oswald's mouth 
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the only safe way - permanently; and he made it possible to avoid 

considert tton of any other culprit;. 

But, in so doing, ho added to Texas* image and conscience 
troubles because the assassination was committed in its hate environ- 
ment. 

Texas immedlatoly developed new problems; the federal govern- 
ment, the Commission and, most of all, Rankin who, despite his polite 
manner end smooth words, exercised tight tyrannical control over 
everything. 

The federal government set out to 
izi^ and nullifying any independent Texas investigation?^ The strange 
form this took is set forth lucidly and in detail by Sylvia Meagher, 
one of the writers who first and most effectively disputed the Warren 
Report. Her ** looe8sories After the Fect ^ remains a basic work four 
years after publication. Her exposure of the unending federal trickery 
in vitiating anything Texas might undertake appeared in the July-August 
issue of the now-defunct smsll magazine, "The Minority of One,’ under 
the title "Wheels Within Deals: How the Kennedy 'Investigation' Was 

Organized." 

It was Machiavellian. 

Pour days after the President was killed, Carr and Walter 
Jenkins, then the long-time righthand men of the new President, began 
converaationa taken over by Abe Fortas, who later became a Justice of 
the Supreme Co\irt. Carr was led to believe that there would be a 
Joint Texas -Department of Justlce-PBI investigation. As early as 
Bovembor 26, the Texas part was celled a "floxirt of Inquiry. ' When 
the White House began dealing with Carr - and it was then a Texas 
White House - the federal end had been announced as an FBI Investigation, 
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to bo made public by the President. But no sooner had Texes been hog- 
tied than the \Vhite House ennounced the erection of this special 
Presidential Commission. Formal announcement was November 29, but 
work on it had begun sooner. The idea is generally credited to Portas, 
but it was earlier the broadcast editorial recommendation of Washing- 
ton's Radio Station WWDC, where it had been conceived by Irving 
Lichtenstein, then station vice president. WWDC urged Warren to head 
the Commission. 

As Carr wrote Warren December 5» almost his last letter that 
was not a protest against soma kind of flederal duplicity, 

The assassination occurred in Texas. The people of Texas 
sharo with their fellow countrymen the loss of a great Presi- 
dent. Their own Governor was badly wounded. The integrity 
of Texas Justice is deeply involved. I am certain that the 
people of Texas ^eel7 that it is their local responsibility 
to have their State officials do everything possible to un- 
cover ell the facta* 

Rankin treated the Teicas ’’Court of Inqiiry” like a boy out to 
make a girl, saying whatever at any moment seemed expedient. 

On the other hand, Texas was loose and easy to make. Ulti- 
mately, she aborted. 

No copies that report were publicly available. Carr’s 

response to my request was to direct me to any Texas college. He 
considered he hsd fulfilled his obligation by filing a copy with each. 

It would appear that, with all he had to do, such ss dealing 
with Jenkins, Fortas, Rankin and the members of the Commission, Carr 
had no time for reading newspapers. When he learned about the reports 
that Oswald had been a federal Informant, he phoned Rankin immediately 
Unlike Carr, the Commission and its federal investigators did read 
the papers. In silence and without Investigation, they knew all about 
the newspaper stories. There are no copies in the Commission's files. 
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(These ere not the only things purged. I have obtained a number, some 
only by accident because misfiled copies were not found and could not 
be destroyed.) 



When I could not locate these clippings I knew the Commissi cn 

had, r kept after the Archivist to have his staff locate them. It is 

little known but, aside from becoming custodian of the Commission's 

files, the Archives also set them up and supervised them. One of my 

repeated reo.uests was answered by the Archives November 22, 1968 - 

the fifth anniversary of the assassination - in these words; 

A stories in the Houston Post or the Phila- 

delphia Inquirer which you request have been found in the 
records of the Commission. 

More than a year later, in December, 



No copies of the newspaper stories ... or a report of an 
Interview with Hudkins by Special Agent James W. Russell 
have been found. 



I had restricted my requests for copies to those stories I knew 
the Commission had. Pord was indelicate enough to quote both in his 

book, four of Goulden's five paragraphs in full. He omitted the one 
reeding 

~ i*9velation that the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
tried to recruit Oswald as an undercover informant in Castro 
groups two weeks before Mr. Kennedy's death. 

There were others, perhaps the most thorough by Harold Feldman 
in The Nation . 

Hoover, naturally, took a dim view of Feldman. In a December 
27, 1961;., letter to Rankin, he described it as "a muddy attempt to 
link Lee Harvey Oswald with the FBI as an Informant. Using public 
source material with no selectivity, Feldman tries to make it appear 
that this Bureau la suppressing the fact that the assassin was actually 
ono of* its * 0inploy6©s • • 






8 






i 






It and two other megazlne articles. Hoover said, "are irrespon- 
sible, and each is an ejcample of personal bias ..." 

What is conspicuously lacking is denial, if only pro forma de- 
nial, that there was neither connection nor intended connection between 
"this Bureau" and Oswald. 

But is "using public source material" somehow wrong? 

Or is using it "selectively," as in gathering published refer- 
ences to Oswald as Bureau-connected? 

Is this an "example of personal bias?" 

So, whet really panicked Rankin and the entire Commission plus 
Ood alone knows who else in the FBI, CIA and throughout the government, 
was not this late report of the well-known rumor. It had not troubled 
them as long as they maintained complete control over the investiga- 
tion. It was the fear that Texas would investigate it, that any kind 
of official attention would be paid to these recurrent and, as they 

appeared, credible reports of Oswald's official connection, 
that 

Thus, /after-working-hours crash meeting which left audiences 
waiting for speakers, dedications in danger of being delayed, wives 
end families holding suppers, end desperate, cold fear in all official, 
In-the-know Washington heerts. 

Bearing very much on this is the total absence, in Ford's ac- 
count, of any reference to the Texes Court of Inquiry. He does not 
even give the names of those who appeared before the Commlpslon, does 
not indicate that Carr had a function other than that of Attorney 
aeneral in this matter. In fact, he stops his narrative of this dra- 
matic event at precisely the point we did in the first chapter, switches 
to his Inadequate account of what was published, and then switches again. 
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He gives that one scant paragraph on what the unnamed officials allegedly 
told the Commission, no more. At that, this skltnplness is more than the 
Commission provided in all 27 tomes. Officially, the Commission was 
totally silent. 

Rankin was equal to his superhuman task, keeping it ell quiet. 

As he gathered the members of the Commission, so also did he get 
the court reporter, an over-diligence he was soon to regret - and not 
repeat. 

Ward St Paul, a large, established end reputable court-reporting 
firm, got the court-reporting contract on -Senator Russell's recommenda- 
tion. As a Senate editor, 1 had worked with them for years. They are 
good, thoroughly dependable, and staffed with sufficient competent 
specialists to deliver several hundred pages of accurate transcript 
overnight;. 

They aent an official stenographer named Cantor to that hectic 
5>30 p.m. ejcecutive session of January 22, 1964. This, and more, I 
was not to learn until much later and after the greatest difficuily. 

Those "TOP SECRET" transcripts were kept in that high security 
category until an opportunity provided itself for effective official 
propaganda by making them available to a fine and experienced reporter 
who knew absolutely nothing about the assassination or its investiga- 
tion. Any reporter in these circumstances becomes the creature of his 
sources, for he has no independent information. In this case he planned 
a story for a mass-circulation magazine. The Saturday Evening Post . 

Por him, they were quietly declassified. Not one of the real researchers 
who had been plumbing that literary quicksand of those 3 OO cubic feet 
of documents was informed of it. Not until after this story appeared 






before as large as possible an audience, with extensive attention from 
the papers and electronic media, did en7one know that these secrets 
were being leaked. That partisan selection, to which the Archivist had 
lent himself with official Interpretations that were beyond his knowl- 
edge, as wrong for him to make as they were in fact, killed any further 
major-media interest in those executive sessions. 

However, once they were thus disclosed, I was able to get a set 
- all that were declassified, not Just the few pages used in the story - 
for they then could no longer be denied me. They fill a box almost two 
inches thick, lots of paper. My pointed protest at this unseemly of- 
ficial propaganda and equally pointed questions of the Archivist, un- 
answered after four years, were followed by the quiet, unannounced 
retirement of that Archivist. Neither he nor his successor has ever 
answered these charges of official misconduct. 

Nor is this the only case where what had been denied me was pro- 
vided uninformed reporters who could reach large audiences, another of 
that period involving The New York Times . These uninformed reporters 
were used by the government, then distressed by the appearance of a 
number of books severely critical of the official investigation. It is 
for this reason I do not name them. In these cases It is the government, 
moat inappropriately the institution of scholarship, the National Ar- 
chives, that cast iself in this Orwellian role, not the press. 

Once I had gone through those hundreds of pages of ^ the coming 
together of the elders in such secrecy their trusted staff was excluded 
from the meetings and during the life of the Commission not even per- 
mitted to see the transcripts, I immediately noted the absence of any 
transcript for January 22 , I96I4., this dramatic one partially described 
by Ford. In four cases, all the executive sessions were still suppressed, 
the reasons given entirely spurious where they could be checked. 



11 



I 



S3 






■S'? 






i 



inadequate where given if not, in fact, outside the law. In a few in- 
stances, several pages were withheld, with explanations provided by 
slipsheets bearing such explanations as the claim that confidential 
personnel matters ware discussed. 

But for this meeting, there was neither transcript nor explana- 
tion of its absence, no matter how Invalid or fictional. 

And so, tediously and persistently, I kept after the Archives, in 
person and in writing, for a long period of time. In seven months of 
1968, in writing alone, I tried a dozen times. The last went without 
response for more than a half-year. 

In some oases, as in my letter of September 5> 1968, I made 
charges: 

Disclosure of these executive session transcripts would be 
embarrassing to the federal government because they contain 
evidence of the connection between it and the accused assassin, 

I.ee Harvey Oswald. 

There was more than one such session, to my certain knowledge. 
There were three in a single five-day period alone . 

The Archives insisted, as they said in Eckhoff's September 3 
letter this answered, "No transcript for the executive session of 
January 22, I 96 I 4 ., to which you refer has been found among the records 
of the Commission." 

In saying this, Mark Eckhoff, Director of the Diplomatic, Legal 
and Fiscal Division, told the truth. Unintendedly, he was also helpful 
in other ways. 

The fact is that there is transcript of that sensational 
executive session - not anywhere i 

Rankin did not forgot his old friend. Hoover, nor his concept of 
his responsibility to the Commission or to what has come to be called 
the "national interest.]! 



\ „-w.v 









Tracing this out and establlshlgg It was neither easy nor pleasant. 
After following one blind trail after another, I finally started exploring 
the Commission's Innocuous-seeming "houselceeping" files, the records of 
its expenditures. Thera, sure enough, with every penny spent, at least 
theoretically, having to bo accounted for, I found a file labeled, "Ward 
and Paul - Reporting Services.” It all seemed above suspicion to casual 
examination but, when It was read sloi^ly, It was not at all Innocent. 

This large file accounted for the taking of all the testimony be- 
fore the Commission and of depositions taken by the staff in Washington 
and throughout the country. It holds all of the relevant letters from 
all of those who forwarded the transcripts. It includes Rankin's penny- 
pinching with the official investigation of how a President was assassi- 
nated. Example: Reducing the number of copies of transcript ordered 

to below the minimum needed for careful staff and member examination. 

There were also records like nothing else in our history. 

Among the records of delivery on Ward & Paul printed forma there 
la Receipt No. 3001* Tt i" dated January 22, 196ij-. It covers "nine 
copies of proceedings before the President ' s Commission on the Assassi- 
nation of President KRnnedy in re TOP SECRET held at Washington, D. C. 
on January 21, 1961)..” The receipt is signed by Mrs. Julia T. Eide, 
Rankin's administrative aide. A release is affixed by rubber stamp. 

As filled In, it records that delivery was made at 8:55 a.m. January 22 
^7 Jesse L. Wsrd,, Jr«, In person. Crood, secure service v;han the boss 
himself handles it. 

Two notes are typed in. At the bottom, neer the release, is 
^ATTENTION: J. Lee Rankin." Under the description of what was delivered 

is 

also. Reporter’s notes, master sheets, carbon paper, waste (sic). 

I I have the transcript of this executive session. It is numbered 
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"Volume 4«'' 

Volume 5 is covered by Receipt No. 3013, the next one. It also 
is signed by Julia T. Elde. It is filled in with identically the same 
words save for the dates, January 28th, covering the executive session 
of January 27. Ward again made delivery, at 9:10 a.m. 

So, although there was this hectic executive session of January 
22, about Oswald as a federal agent, the numbering of the transcripts 
confirms the Orwelliag. report of the Archives that it does not exist. 
But in this great emergency,, Ward & Paul dl^ send a court reporter who 
did record every word said, yet no transcript. 

Part of the explanation is disclosed in the trouble Ward & Paul 
had getting paid. By March 10 the Commission owed them $1|.,629.75> sH 
accounted for in a bill directed to Rankin's attention and sworn to by 
Wayne Birdsall, long-time Ward & Paul manager. The notary is Anthony 
3. Pastnyck. 

The tabulation of transcripts is in chronological order. In 
some oases, 10 copies were made. .If each of the seven members got one 
and a copy was reserved for printing, there remained at most two copies 
for the staff to work with. 

There is none for January 22 . 

That is accounted for in a separate entry at the bottom. It 

reads: 

Jan. 22 No write-up (reporter's notes confiscated by Commis- 
sion) . 

This is not the full entry. I shall also quote the balance. 

But I do not went the full Impact of this to be lost. 

Here, after all that long period of offlclnl avoidance of credi- 
ble reports thfet Oswald had been a federal informant, the first official 
acknowledgment of it was rendered non-ealstent, the Commission having 
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confiscated the court reporter's notes after ordering that they not be 
transcribed! 

They were not transcribed. No record at all. 

Has there aver bean anything like this In our history? 

A President Is assassinated. His accused assassin, himself 
having been conveniently assassinated while In custody. Is alleged to 
have had government connections. Then the only record of those top- 
secret deliberations Is confiscated and with the greatest care hidden - 
not once referred to In any of the estimated 10,000,000 officially- 
published words! 

To put It more bluntly, if the official version Is correct , If 
Oswald did kill the President, then tho assassin had been accused of 
being a federal employee and the first official consideration of it is 
eliminated - totally end permanently. 

Can snything warrant a more sinister interpretation? 

Any part of it - secrecy or elimination? 

Can anything load mere support to the belief that Oswald, wnetther 
or not the assassin, had such complicating connections? 

There is no possibility of error here. My checking could not 
have been more thorough. I also obtained a chronological listing (from 
Pile PC-2) of ell oourt-rsporting services. 

These three executive sessions, of January 21, 22 and 27, appear 
In that order. The same legend appears for all three under "Total 
Copies," with identical explanations; 

"9", followed by "#1 of 9 through 9 of 9." 

Following the January 22 session, this is stricken through. After 
that date, two of the columns are blank. These are headed "Date Shipped" 
and "Receipt No." All three transcripts are entered ss "daily" under 
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"delivery,” meenlng first thing the following morning. This include e 
that of January 22 , Like all other entries for that date, this, too, 
is crossed out. 

But the story is even worse. 

First, the petty chiseling. 

Ford, careful not to mention a word of what was said at that 
secret meeting, said it lasted over an hour and a half. With long 
periods of silence, that is many words. 

Now, a court-reporting firm cannot exist if all it does is pro- 
vide a court reporter who takes notes and never transcribes them. 

r, 

Especially not if the reporter does not begin work until after the end 
of the normal working day, on overtime, and then in an extreme emer- 
gency, with all the attendant extra costs. So, for the company’s end 
the reporter's dropping everything else, mobilizing an extra staff for 
emergency transcription, rushing to the Commission's offices instead of 
eating supper, giving up a night's plans. Ward 4 Paul was paid the 
munificent total of $ 24 ,* 75 J 

This was computed on an estimate that seems low, that the hour 
and a half of executive session would have totaled only 30 pages. These 
were paid for at $0,825 per estimated non-page. (250 words per page is 
a generous estimate.) 

Actually, there was no provision for such a contingency in the 
contract. It does not even charge for the taking of the notes. In 
accordance with prevailing practice for countless years, payment is on 
a sliding-scale, per-page basis. This la set forth in the January 7, 
1964* proposal that was accepted. It provides a minimum per-poge charge 
of $1.65 for an original and two copies up to a maximum of $3.15 fo** ® 
total of 25 copies. 
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To this Insult and Injury was added abuse. Bills were not paid 
monthly. Handwritten notes on this March 10 bill for January's work 
read: 

Req. #30 sent to Mr. Malln and Miss Dove 3-13-t»4* /Tt was. 

I have lt_j7 

3-27 Mr. Ward called to ask when he might expect payment. 

3-30 Called Mr. Malin - Talked to Mias Do^e = Raq sent in 
3-17-61+ Takes about 10 work days to process. 

These notes do not appear on all file copies of the bill. I have 
copies from other files in which they do not. One discloses only that 
Ward had to ask for his $i+,629.75* 

Next, the true and complete dedication to Orwell. 

There is this simple note typed on a plain piece of paper: 

2/7/61+ - 10:30 a.m. 

Mr. Elmer Moore of Secret Service took ell 
as waste material delivered by Ward & Ptul to 
date to be burned with other waste caatbsr at the 
White House and \inder supervision of White Heuss 
Police . 

Julia Eide 

Other descriptions of what was oelivered by Ward Ss PsxfL include 
dictabelta in addition to "Reporter's notes, master sheets, carbon 
paper." 

Prior to burning, the ultimata in thoroughness, also from other 
sources, "shredding." 

Orwell called it the "memory hole," the place everything destroyed 
was put. 

Here, of all the most inappropriate placse, the White House was 
the "memory hole." 

The residence of the man who became President only beesuso of 
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the aasasalnation thus investigated - the complete destruction of the 
first official consideration of whetheh the man who made him President 
had worked for the government! 

Alas, this is not the end of the official covering-up of the 
story of Oswald as some kind of federal agent. It is but the beginning. 

When Teaas, officially, told Washington what it had long known, 
Washington could not Ignore it. Ford slides over it, saying only that 
at its January 22 session, "The Commission made the decision to ask 
the Texas Attorney general. District Attorney Wade and any other Dallas 
officials (emphasis added) who had knowledge of thess allegations to 
come at once to Washington and secretly present what they had heard." 

The others were not only "Dallas" officials. It was the Texas 
Court of Inquiry plus the Dallas officials who accompanied them. Ford 
and still-existing official records avoid reference to the official 
Texas inquiry. 

It would not have been more secret. 

Ford says of this secrecy only that "The Texas officials slipped 
into the nation's capital with complete anonymity." With the Washington 
press corps, that takes some doing. 

How it was done is in part indicated in a January 23 telegram to 
Rankin from Carr's assistant, John Stegall. It reached Washington about 
noon. The copy in the Coramlsslon' a "OA 2 Texas" file has this added in 
Rankin's handwriting, "noted 1-23-64 J L R." It was arranged for the 
Texans to arrive after dark, after the end of the working day: 

Carr party will leave Dallas Braniff Flight #110 at U.tl5 
P.M. EST arrive Nattldnal Airport, Washington TOO FM. SST. 

Regards. 

This time Rankin did not repeat the mistake of ordering a court 
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reporter, as the records already cited show. There were no such ser- 
vices between the January 22 session - the records of which are de- 
stroyed - end tha% of January 27» which soon will interest us. No 
transcript, no neied to use the "nomory hole." On the other hand, wisely, 
S3 it turned out^ when Ford sold his blsbbermouthing, it was decided that 
this could not j^e ignored entirely. Instead, Rankin prepared a MBMOj;, 
RANDUM FOR THE; PILES," It certainly was not for Investigative reporters 
like me, for' it was placed in only those files to which there was no 
index or gviide of any meaningful kind, those then never expected to be 
seen by an ayone - ever. Later, they were not accessible for research 

^a^iumbered ones or "CPs" were. By the tine they were accessible, 
most researchers had abandoned their interest, having done their writ- 
ing, and the commercial press had no Interest. 

This memo is undated, so there is no way of knowing when it was 
written. This is not the norm for the man who is so punctilious he notes 
such things as having read e telegram. When letters were drafted for his 
signature, the date of drafting was required on all carbon copies. Its 
aubjeoct is, " Rumors that Oswald was an undercover agent ." Copies were 
placed in the "OAI CIA," "Oswald, L. H, Post-Russian Period" and "OAI 
FBI" files, from which my copy comes. 

Here it is, in full: 












